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Couch Questing

Get One Old or New:
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Mark Naylon Offers Vintage Treasures at His Lower East Side Shop

By CHRIS SCHMIDT

ark Maylon's sleck mid-century
design showroom, Modern Liv-
ing Supplies, i1 3 noveliy in it
surroundings near the Manhat-
tan Bridge, ay the outer reaches
of the Lower East Side and Chi-
natown. In the course of my in-
lll‘!’iﬁh‘iﬂhl‘l.t‘..'ﬁ'l}'hn,mm]
eurious neighborhood residents
wandered over to the store®
windows and cupped their
hamnds Against the plate glass 1o
gander at the 1950s-era high-
end sofws, cabinets, and coffee
tables on display,

“1 wanted a space where the
store's desugn would reflect what the fur.
friture was trying to say,” M. Naylon said,

_refercing to the srictinely refurhizshed
Garfield building e has just moved into,
at the corner of Rutgers and Henry Streets
“And I'll make the location work for me,
I'm near the subwiy and all the bridpes.
People have no excuse not to come.”

The showroom's former location, in
Williamsharg, got pleaty of foot mraffic,
but the space was underwheolming. Shop-
pers would see “an S-E.EHHI sofa erammed
Inio an I'-.I:-I:u]-l.[tﬂ..' & gaid. Mr. Navion
first began Modern Living Supplies while
E.;u&&ur lm‘nﬁu}i?-ﬂuﬂﬂnln 159%; he re-

{4+ ia DO,

I she new location of Modern Living
Eupplies ix upexpected, so is the selec-
tion of formimre. The umial mid-century
saspects — Eames, Herman Miller —
are oot the focus of Mr. Naylon's eallec.
ton, though a few of interior design's
greassr it populate the basement: an
Arpe Jacobsen swan chair ($2,300), a
George Melson benchitable (51, 800,
and a gorgeous Nelson dresser ($4,500),
for example.

Instead, Mr. Naylon losks 1o showcass
the work of lesserknown fumiture mak-
er from the 1950s, 60, and "70s This i
partly due to practical business consider.
ations. “Nelson and Eames don't repre-

sent a viable vintage marker," Mr. Maylon
explained. “People know what they've
B4, #0 you're not geing to make any mon-
ey on iL" And companies Hke Knoll and
Deesign Within Reach are increasingly pro-
ducing new, lowerpriced versions of these
clnasic designs.

Paul MeCobsh nnd Harvey Probber are a
few ol the noted mid-century designers
whose creations, refurbished in Mr, Nay-
lon®s Willinmsburg workihap, fll the
striking space. An entire lot of fumiture
designed by Edwand Wormley for Dunbar
arrived just last week, Including a rare
“magazine tree” that had Mr. Xaylon, a
A-yearold Buffala, N.¥., native, almost
boastfully excived.

Ar. Naylon rounds oot his showroom's
vintage collection with a selection of his
own designs, which have sharp, contem-
porary lines Mr. Naylon studied furni-

ture design ar SUNY-Buoffale; he began
collecting mld-:unluri_g;cce: - and
i

saon dealing them — w apprenticed
to a master craftsman from whom he
learned the finer points of design and
restoration.

A foorto-ceiling mirror by Mr. Naylon,
framed with patinated metal, remails for
£1,650. But most papular are My Naylon's
media centers, which he customizes de-
pending on his clients” needs (ranging from
51, 400-5,0000. “Most people, when they re-
alize: thetr furnitizre can be completely cus
tmq‘l‘l.l-d-;.‘ﬂﬂli io Eﬂ;i-ﬂhmgsmnhﬁi;'ﬁ
can just change a cou
sy, And | don't want to sound like the Soup
Nazi, so [ usually agree."

Modern Living Supplies, 20 Rutgers
S, B6-372:1575. For more informarion
virif s, moderalivingupplier com.
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